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ABSTRACT 



This paper examines the growing literature on pedagogical 
lexicography and the growing focus on how well the learner uses the 
dictionary in second language learning. Dictionaries are becoming more 
user-friendly. This study used the writing task to reveal new insights into 
how students use a CD-ROM dictionary. It found a lack of dictionary-using 
skills in certain areas, particularly true of the appendices and the 
structure of the individual entries. Students typically did not have the 
skills to access much of the information contained in the dictionary- -in 
print or on CD-ROM. It is suggested that CD-ROM dictionaries offer a more 
extensive guided tour of the dictionary that is built into the program. This 
would help students with navigational issues but also with more fully 
understanding the content of the individual entries. CD-ROM dictionaries in 
particular could offer a lot more useful tools to students, including more 
cultural details, synonyms, and technical details. A bilingual dictionary 
might also be helpful as it would enable and assist students in finding words 
they do not know and, therefore, cannot look up in a monolingual English 
learners' dictionary. Appended is a questionnaire for students on the use of 
English Learners' Dictionaries. (Contains 27 references.) (KFT) 
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